Surgical repair of vesicovaginal fistulas.
Despite the many controversies surrounding the proper surgical repair of vesicovaginal fistulas, the current methods available allow surgeons to select the procedure best suited for each specific problem. Because each fistula is unique, surgeons will often be required to individually vary their approach and technique. Regardless of whether a transabdominal or transvaginal approach is selected, the concepts of using healthy tissue in tension-free closures and reinforcing the closures in high-risk situations will ensure success nearly all of the time. A urinary diversion should be considered in the rare situation where the fistula has failed even the most technically sound repair.